City of Taunton
Municipal Council Meeting Minutes

Temporary City Hall, 141 Oak Street, Taunton, MA
Minutes, July 12, 2016 at 7:11 O’clock, P.M.

Regular Meeting

Mayor Thomas C. Hoye, Jr. presiding

Prayer was offered by the Mayor

Present at roll call were:  Councilor’s Croteau, Pottier, Quinn, McCaul
Dermody, Cleary, and Marshall
Councilors Carr and Borges are absent

Record of preceding meeting was read by Title and Approved. So Voted.

Motion was made to go out of regular order of business to Communications from
the Mayor and then to Appointments. So Voted.

Communications from the Mayor:

The Mayor invited Chief Walsh, Patrolman Jeffrey Danner and his family into the
enclosure for a presentation of a citation. The Chief spoke about Patrolman Danner and
his heroism and bravery for evacuating a building that was on fire on May 25, 2016 on
Longmeadow Road. Mayor Hoye then read a citation from the City recognizing
Patrolman Danner’s act of heroism. Motion was made to adopt. So Voted. Chief
Walsh then presented him with a Medal of Merit. Mayor Hoye announced that in lieu of
Family 4" Night being cancelled on July 1, 2016, an end of summer festival has been
planned for Friday, August 26" from 6pm-9:30pm.

Appointments:
Appointment of two (2) Permanent Full-Time Firefighters: Jonathan Simmons and Ryan

McGorty. Motion was made to move approval. On a roll call vote, seven (7)
Councilors present, seven (7) Councilors voting in favor of Jonathan Simmons. On
a roll call vote, seven (7) Councilors present, seven (7) Councilors voting in favor of
Ryan McGorty. Motion was made to invite Jonathan Simmons, Ryan McGorty,
Ryan’s father Rob McGorty and the Fire Chief into the enclosure. So Voted. They
were then sworn in by the Assistant City Clerk and pinned by the Fire Chief.

Appointment of Seth Lavigne as a Permanent Full-Time Police Officer with an academy
start date of August 1, 2016. Motion was made to move approval. On a roll call vote,
seven (7) Councilors present, seven (7) Councilors voting in favor.

Continued Hearing came up by assignment on the petition for a Special Permit submitted
by Attorney William Rounds, 115 Broadway, Taunton on behalf of his client Robert
Meisterman, President, Safeway Development Corp., 820 Washington St., South Easton,
MA to allow: A 65-unit residential development at 377-379 Bay Street, Taunton located
in the Business and Urban Residential District. The Assistant City Clerk read a Com.
from Chairman, Taunton Planning Board informing the Council that at the regular
scheduled meeting held on Thursday, July 7, 2016 the Taunton Planning Board was in
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receipt of a letter from Atty. Rounds requesting a continuance on the Special Permit. The
Board voted to grant the request for a continuance. The next scheduled Planning Board
meeting is scheduled for September 1, 2016 at 5:30pm. Councilor Marshall made a
motion to continue the hearing until Tuesday, September 13, 2016. So Voted.

Hearing came up by assignment on the petition of Helder Brandao, 65 Plain Street,
Taunton for: A New Class II License, Wholesale Only, no vehicle storage, for Brandao
Auto to be located at 65 Plain Street, Taunton. Zoning Compliance Form from City
Planner. Councilor Pottier stated that the Councilors have received an e-mail from Det.
Dennis Smith which stated that he never received a copy of the application and was not
able to do any of the vetting and is on vacation for the month of July. He was not able to
do any of the background checks that the Council relies upon in order to vote on the
applications. He stated that it is not the petitioners fault. Motion was made to continue
the hearing until Tuesday, August 16, 2016 so Det. Smith can do a full vetting of the
applicant. So Voted. Councilor Marshall stated that there seems to be some confusion
on the new process on Class II licenses. He spoke about how it should be vetted by the
Detective Smith before it comes in front of the Council. Motion was made for the City
Clerk and the Police Chief to work together to come up with a solution to this and
report back to the Council next week. So Voted.

Communications from Citizens:

Com. from Massachusetts State Lottery Commission notifying of a Keno License
Application from Pub 76, 76 Weir Street. It stated that if the City/Town objects to the
issuance of the Keno license, it must claim its right to a Hearing before the MSLC within
twenty one (21) days of receipt of this notice. Motion was made to receive and place
on file. So Voted.

Com. from Lillian Mora, 168 School St., Taunton expressing concern for the intersection
of School, Arlington and Purchase Streets. Her fear is that one day a driver or an
innocent child is going to be seriously injured or even killed at this intersection.
Currently there is only a two-way stop sign at this intersection, which drivers go through
speeding. Therefore, she is requesting that the City add four-way stop signs to this
intersection, as well as flashing red lights in each direction. She also believes that adding
solar powered lights to the stop signs may help decrease the accidents that occur at this
intersection. She hopes that the City will take this request and the safety of our
community seriously by addressing this matter immediately. Motion was made to refer
to the Committee on Police and License, the Chief and the Safety Officer. So Voted.

Petitions:

Petition submitted by Kenneth Ferreira, 58 Stevens St., East Taunton requesting a
renewal of his Second Hand Article, Old Gold, Junk Dealer and Pawn Broker Licenses
for Money Tree located at 49 Weir Street, Taunton. Motion was made to refer to the
Committee on Police and License and the Chief. So Voted.

Petition submitted by Barbeque Integrated, Inc., 8427 South Park Circle, Suite 250,
Orlando, FL for the renewal of the Billiard Table License for Smokey Bones Bar & Fire
Grill #7592 located at 1023 County Street, Taunton. (2 Tables) Motion was made to
refer to the Committee on Police and License and the Chief. So Voted.
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Petition submitted by Atty. Matthew J. Costa, Esquire, 73 Washington Street, Taunton on
behalf of his client Carloha, Inc. for a new Class II License to be located at 30 Sherwood
Drive, Taunton. Motion was made to refer to the City Clerk to schedule a Public
Hearing. So Voted. Mayor Hoye stated that his understanding of the new Ordinance is
that the hearings are held before the Committee on Police and License, which was the
Chief’s opinion. He stated that it needs to be looked into to see if that is the case.

Committee Reporis:

Motion was made for Committee reports to be read by Title and Approved. So Voted.
Recommendations adopted to reflect the votes as recorded in Committee Reports except
for the Committee on Fires and Wires. So Voted. Councilor Cleary motioned for the
approval of the decision in the Committee on Fires and Wires to wait a week until
the Assistant City Solicitor submits to the Council the changes made to the SAFE
House administrative procedures. So Voted.

Unfinished Business:

Council President Quinn stated that she has received two calls over the past week
regarding the deteriorating situation at Planet Petroleum on Winthrop Street. Motion
was made to refer to the Zoning Enforcement Officer, Chief and the Safety Officer
to take a look at the property once again. So Voted.

Councilor Croteau stated that last week he made a motion on the procedure or regulation
relative to the stage and who picks it up, transports and returns it. Mayor Hoye stated
that it is always done by the DPW and if it is a City event, Park & Rec takes over from
there. Councilor Croteau asked if that is part of the fee. Mayor Hoye confirmed. Mayor
Hoye stated that when it goes out of town, the fee cannot be waived due to the expense of
it. Councilor Croteau stated that he is concerned about the liability of it going out of town
as well as with the SAFE House.

Council President Quinn stated that they were hoping to have a meeting next week with
the residents of Berkley Street and the gravel removal business that it is there. The
representatives from Lopes Construction are unable to be at the meeting next week so it
will not be on the agenda. She will reach out to the parties to schedule a meeting time.,
Councilor Croteau spoke about how the residents of Berkley Street should be informed of
when the meeting is. Council President Quinn stated that she will let everyone know
when the meeting will be.

Councilor Cleary stated that he has been asked about Neighborhood Watch Meetings by a
couple of people. He stated that they miss them, it is a communication tool and it gives
them an idea of what is going on in the neighborhood. It also gives them an opportunity
to ask the Police Chief or some of the Community Police Officers direct questions.
Motion was made to refer to the Committee on Police and License and the Chief as
to an update on what the status is of the Neighborhood Watch system. So Voted.

New Business:
Councilor Pottier made a motion to refer the sidewalks at Haskon to the DPW ¢to
investigate if they can be fixed under the budget for FY17. So Voted.

Councilor Cleary stated that at the meeting this evening, the Fire Chief asked that
the City Clerk request participation in the Lieutenants and Captains exams in
November from Civil Service therefore a motion was made. So Voted.



Councilor Croteau stated that there has been a concern raised relative to the body of
water at the end of High Street Extension. It has been requested that a traffic barrier be
placed there to prevent automobiles from going into the water. Motion was made to
refer to the DPW and the Safety Officer. So Voted.

Councilor Croteau stated that there is a concern regarding the traffic in the Staples Street
area of East Taunton. Motion was made to refer to the DPW and the Safety Officer.
So Voted.

Councilor Pottier made a motion to refer the overgrowth on Kilton and Qak Street
to the Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds Department to take a look at
trimming it back. So Voted.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M.

A true copy:

JLL/SJS



CITY OF TAUNTON
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
JULY 12, 2016

THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND SALARIES

PRESENT WERE: COUNCILOR GERALD CROTEAU, CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILOR CLEARY

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:10 P.M.

1. MEETTO REVIEW THE WEEKLY VOUCHERS & PAYROLLS FOR CITY DEPARTMENTS

MOTION; MOVE APPROVAL OF THE PAYROLL WARRANT (FISCAL YEAR 2017) IN THE
AMOUNT OF $1,245,976.15. SO VOTED.
MOTION: MOVE APPROVAL OF THE INVOICE WARRANT (FISCAL YEAR 2017) IN THE

AMOUNT OF $8,949,090.98. SO VOTED.
MOTION: MOVE APPROVAL OF THE INVOICE WARRANT (FISCAL YEAR 2016} IN THE

AMOUNT OF $4,485,742.56. SO VOTED. |

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:14 P.M.
. Respectfully submitted.
CITY OF TAUNTON | : J i}'ZZ
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Clerk of Council Committees
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CITY OF TAUNTON
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
JULY 12, 2016

THE COMMITTEE ON FIRES AND WIRES

PRESENT WERE: COUNCILOR DONALD CLEARY, CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILORS CROTEAU AND
MCCAUL. ALSO PRESENT WERE ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITOR DANIEL DE ABREU,
FIRE CHIEF TIMOTHY BRADSHAW AND FIREFIGHTER LARRY GANTZ

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:15 P.M.

1. MEET TO DISCUSS DRAFT POLICY FOR FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION TRAILER
The Chairman noted that rather than a policy, this is more of an Administrative Procedure.
Councilor McCaul asked for a history of the Safe House, and it was stated that it is a miniature
house that is used to teach children about hazards in the home and what to do in case of a fire.
Firefighter Gantz said that it is offered to all schools including the parochial schools for Grade 2
only. They offer it to that age group because they are the right height for it as it is very small
inside.
Councilor McCaul asked how many times a year does it go out with the non-profit organizations.
Firefighter Gantz said that they have had 4 organizations that have asked to use the Safe House,
but that the last couple of years it has been down to just 2. He has a feeling that in the future, it
is only going to be the 2 because one of them was WIC and they have a lot of younger children
which tend to get frightened.
In addition to Firefighter Gantz, 2 more firefighters are needed when the trailer goes out
however they would like to have 3 more.
The City Solicitor said that he looked over the draft document and suggested removing the word
“recently” in the second paragraph, but that there is nothing else needed.
Councilor Croteau asked for clarity in that who would pay for the 2™ graders use of the Safe
House. The Fire Chief said that the Fire Department would continue to absorb these costs.
Councilor Croteau asked if the Safety Trailer is used by a City organization, the Fire Department
will not charge the City organization, so if the School Department does a presentation, whether
it is second grade or not, the School Department will not be charged.
The Chief said right now, with this draft, that a few of the schools have their own celebrations
before school starts, it is a family day, and he has tried to talk the Principals out of requesting
the Safe Trailer because there are too many age groups and parents bring brothers and sisters
that are younger so they feel it is not appropriate for those younger children due to the smoke
that is used.
The Chief said that part of the Safe Program is the Fire Department taking this to every 2" grade
in the City, which is part of the curriculum, that is fine. The Chief also said that he makes all of
his decisions based on money, so if someone requests it early in the fiscal year, that is not an
issue, but if during the year there are a lot of injuries and it has been a rough year, then his
overtime budget gets hit, so if another charity wants it, he would have to cut this. He would like
to see it so that the Fire Department would absorb the cost for the 2™ graders, but that
anything else is extra and there would be a charge associated with that.
Councilor Croteau said he would like to see Grade 2 taken out of the draft, and that there should
be an appeal procedure in the document if someone is turned down from using the Safe House.
The appeal procedure should come to the Council.
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JULY 12, 2016
THE COMIMITTEE ON FIRES AND WIRES - CONTINUED

Councilor Cleary said he agrees with the appeal, but not taking out “Grade 2”.

Councilor Croteau said that his suggestion is leaving this more in Firefighter Gantz's hands as to

who and where he wants to take this trailer.

MOTION: TO REMOVE “GRADE 2” FROM THE DOCUMENT.

Councilor McCaul seconded the Motion.

Councilar Quinn suggested wording the first sentence to read “The City of Taunton’s Fire

Department has a “Fire Safety Education Trailer” which is used to educate students as part of

the Safe Program at no cost to the School Department”, She further said that this takes out

“grade 2" but does not open it up to everyone.

Councilor Croteau said he is would accept this and made it part of the Motion.

THE AMENDED MOTION WAS VOTED ON WITH COUNCILORS CROTEAU AND MCCAUL VOTING

IN FAVOR, COUNCILOR CLEARY VOTING IN OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIES. SO VOTED.

Attorney De Abreu said that he will add a paragraph 4 which will state “Any Applicant aggrieved

by a decision of the S.A.F.E. Officer may appeal to the Municipal Council.”

Councilor McCaul said that charging for the Safe House is putting a cost on safety. He said that if

a non-profit or school wants this Safe House then the cost should be waived. If a private

organization wants it, then there should be a charge, but not a nen-profit or school. Councilor

McCaul said he will not support this if non-profits will be charged.

The Chief also noted that with this policy and the idea to put a charge on this, he used a detail

rate because they bill out the detail and the detail is paid, but when he pays for it out of his

budget it is an overtime rate. The overtime rate in the Fire Department fluctuates based on

education, medical training, rank, etc. so individuals are making anywhere from $40 something

to $70 something an hour. So, it is not $500 sometimes depending on who he gets to work the

trailer.

Councilor Cleary said that the City charges $500 for the stage but does not charge for the Safe

House, but taxpayer’s money is used to pay the firefighters for an outside event.

Councilor McCaul made the following motion:

MOTION: TO ONLY CHARGE IF THE SAFE HOUSE LEAVES THE CITY OF TAUNTON OR IF A
PRIVATE ORGANIZATION USES IT. THERE WILL BE NO CHARGE FOR ITS USE TO
A NON-PROFIT OR A SCHOOL IN THE CITY OF TAUNTON

Councilor Croteau seconded the motion on discussion and said that he is in favor of the policy as

amended but is concerned whether this will decrease the use.

THE MOTION WAS VOTED ON WITH COUNCILOR MCCAUL VOTING IN FAVOR, COUNC[I.OR

CROTEAU ANDCLEARY VOTING IN OPPOSITION. MOTION DOES NOT CARRY.

MOTION: TO APPROVE THE PROCEDURE AS AMENDED WITH TAKING OUT “GRADE 2” IN
THE FIRST PARAGRAPH AND INSERTING “THE CITY OF TAUNTON’S FIRE
DEPARTMENT HAS A “FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION TRAILER” WHICH IS USED TO
EDUCATE STUDENTS AS PART OF THE S.A.F.E. PROGRAM AT NO COST TO THE
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.” ALSO TO ADD AN APPEAL PROCEDURE.

THE MOTION WAS VOTED ON WITH COUNCILORS CLEARY AND CROTEAU VOTING iN FAVOR,

COUNCILOR MCCAUL VOTING IN OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIES. SO VOTED.
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JULY 12, 2016

THE COMMITTEE ON FIRES AND WIRES - CONTINUED

2. MEET TO REVIEW MATTERS IN FILE
The Fire Chief requested to call for a Lieutenants/Captains exam, which would take place in

November.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:56 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF Ta0in TON ﬂ o
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JUL 1 2 2018 Colleen M. Ellis

Clerk of Council Committees

IN MUNICIPAL COENCIL

ORTS ACCEPTED, RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED.

Councilor Cleary motioned for the approval of the decision in the Committee on Fires and
Wires to wait a week until the Assistant City Solicitor submits to the Council the changes

made to the SAFE House administrative procedures. So Voted.



