DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
October 12, 2016

PRESENT:	Anne Bisson			Kelley Sylvia		James Lincoln
						Ann Kardamis		Barry Burke
						Louise Silva		Charlotte Carr

ABSENT:    	Tracy Heger, William Bell, Ted O’Brien
						
Meeting called to order at 10:05 by Anne Bisson

Ann Kardamis made a motion to accept the September 2016 meeting minutes. James Lincoln seconded.  All in favor.
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Director’s Report of Board Meeting 10/12/16

Old Business:

1. Executive Office of Elder Affairs (EOEA) and Community Development Block Grants:  
a. FY17 Formula Grant:  We did receive notification to get all our reports to EOEA as soon as possible so that they may release the funding.  I had already submitted all documentation.  We were informed that the Governor stated that there is a budget deficit so he may be looking at line items to cut.
b. FY17 Service Incentive Grant:  All is going well.  Erin continues to meet monthly with the Hoarding Support Group and following up on the difficult cases.  We have submitted our first quarter invoice to EOEA and have been asked to submit back-up materials that I will send today.
c. FY17 Community Development Block Grant:  Due to the resignation of Tony Costa, we have not expended the funding as stated in the grant.  I informed the Office of Economic and Community Development of this and as in past years we will be allowed to continue the grant until expended.  We’ve hired Sandra Landolfi as a new bilingual case worker starting October 11, 2016.
2. Taunton Opiate and Substance Use Task Force (TOTF): The monthly meeting was once again well attended (28 individuals).   Much discussion was on the grant updates and the work of the various committees.  I will be cancelling the November meeting because it is Election Day and the schools are closed.  Our meeting site is the Taunton Alternative High School.
3. MA Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative (MOAPC) Grant:  We have a meeting scheduled for October 17 to review the strategies.  The Bureau of Substance Abuse Services (BSAS) has asked all grantees to limit their strategies to two.
4. Substance Abuse Prevention Collaborative (SAPC) Grant:  BSAS has also asked that we limit the strategies to two for this grant also.
5. Partnership for Success Grant (PFS Grant):  BSAS has asked that we limit our strategies to four.
6. Drug Free Communities Grant:  We were notified in writing that we did not receive this grant.

New Business

1. Meeting Summary/Anne attended the following meetings:
a. 9.14.16 – Charlene and I attended the Community Crisis Intervention Team (CCIT) training in New Bedford.  Charlene presented at the training and I introduced myself and spoke a little about the importance and collaboration of the Elder CCIT.
b. 9.14.16 – Charlene and I attended the Open House of the new Welcome Center at Parker Middle School.  This Center is open to all parents for any type of assistance and to direct them to resources.  The Center also offers bilingual assistance.
c. 9.19.16 – I attended the South Coast Regional Network to End Homelessness Leadership Committee.  The Deputy Undersecretary of the MA Department of Housing and Community Development spoke to the group.  Much discussion was on 1-800-HOMELESS.
d. 9.22.16 – I attended both the Bristol Elder Services Advisory and Director’s Meetings.  Bristol Elder Services is reorganizing their staffing pattern.  A video on ‘Honoring Choices’ was shown.  
e. 9.23.16 – I attended the Bristol Elder Services Annual Meeting at Stoneforge.
f. 9.26.16 – I met with Laura Washington, Nic Charest and Kiara Zea from SSTAR to review the substance use grants. 
g. 9.26.16 – Erin and I facilitated the Elder Community Crisis Intervention Team meeting.  We conferenced on 20 different cases.
h. 9.27, 9/28 and 9/30 – Charlene and I interviewed for the Community Relations Counselor position.
i. 9.28.16 – The monthly Safe Neighborhood Initiative meeting was held.  Discussion occurred regarding scheduling another Schools/First Responders meeting to update the emergency communication procedure.
j. 9.29.16 – We held our third annual Financial Resource Fair.  It was well attended.
k. 9.29.16 – I attended the Marian Manor Open House to meet the new Director of the facility.
l. 10.3.16 – I met with Laura Washington and Nic Charest from SSTAR and Lori Gonsalves to plan our next Taunton Opiate and Substance Use Task Force meeting.
m. 10.5.16 – I met with the Bristol County Sheriff’s Office and Laura Washington to discuss the Taunton Opiate and Substance Use Task Force as well as what the Sheriff’s office substance use programs.  Anne added that there are a lot of services available in the prisons and they will work with us.
n. 10.6.16 – I met with the Bristol County Councils on Aging Directors and a representative from the MA Councils on Aging (MCOA).  Much discussion was held on the nutrition program as well as MCOA events.
o. 10.11.16 – I asked Laura Washington to speak to the TRIAD group on the opioid issue (prescription drugs and heroin use) and the importance of speaking with your physician about opioid use and proper storage and disposal of medications.
p. 10.11.16 – Taunton Opiate and Substance Use Task Force - The monthly meeting was once again well attended (28 individuals).   Much discussion was on the grant updates and the work of the various committees.  I will be cancelling the November meeting because it is Election Day and the schools are closed.  Our meeting site is the Taunton Alternative High School.
q. 10.11.16 – Charlene and I met with Jason Buffington, City Solicitor, Officer John Munise and City Councilor Dan Dermody regarding an elder issue in the Senior Center.

2. Upcoming Scheduled Programs/meetings
a. 10.13.16 – Homeless Individuals Services Committee
b. 10.14.16 – Community Benefits Committee at Morton Hospital
c. 10.17.16 – Substance Use Grants coordination meeting
d. 10.18.16 – Flu Clinic with Manet Community Health Center
e. 10.18.16 – Department Head Meeting
f. 10.20.16 – ‘Fall into Halloween’ Party
g. 10.21.16 – MA Municipal Association Human Services Council
h. 10.24.16 – Elder Community Crisis Intervention Team
i. 10.25.16 – SERCOTT (transportation)
j. 10.25.16 – 10-28.16 – MA Councils on Aging Annual Conference
k. 11.8.16 – Taunton Emergency Task Force
3. DHS Updates:  
a. Bilingual Case Worker:  We have hired Sandra Landolfi as the part-time Bilingual Case Worker.  Her first day was October 11, 2016.
b. Case Worker:  We are still in the process of hiring the Case Worker position.
c. Community Relations Counselor:  We received thirteen (13) resumes and interviewed eight (8) candidates.  We have hired Mary Beth Forshaw.  Her first day will be Monday, October 31, 2016.  She is very experienced.

4. Senior Center Coordinator Monthly Report :

Board Meeting – October 12, 2016

On September 6, 2016 BES Nutritionist Sarah Shepard presented: Our Menus and Sodium, we had 5 seniors attend her presentation.

On September 21st & 28th, Linda from the Taunton Public Library came to the center to do a hands on presentation called, “Rediscover the Library”. She showed them how to access the Library on-line to search and to place hold on books, get museum passes, accessing yearbooks, and more. 7 seniors attended and they enjoyed it very much. We have invited them back to the center for the spring.

On September 27th, a representative from the Taunton Nursing Home came to the Senior Center to present the PBS program “Being Mortal”. This program delves into the hopes of patients and families facing terminal illness. And a guided conversation followed the film on how to take concrete steps to communicate wishes about end-of-life goals and preferences. 1 senior attended.  Anne added that we will try doing this program again at a different time.

On Thursday, September 29th we hosted our 3rd Annual Resource & Information Fair from 1-3 p.m. 13 vendors from various agencies came and gave information to the seniors that attended.  We showed 44 seniors attended but I think the number was over 55. The vendors that attended were: Morton Hospital, South Coastal County Legal Services, AARP / Circuit Breaker, Taunton Council on Aging, American Credit Counseling, Taunton Housing Authority, Bristol Elder Services, Citizens for Citizens, City of Taunton Tax Assessor’s Office, GATRA, Social Security, Registry of Deeds, and the District Attorney’s office. 

On October 4th, Atwater-Donnelly was at the Senior Center to perform traditional American Folk music and dance.  36 seniors attended this event.  Their performance was entertaining and educational and we had rave reviews from our attendees.


Upcoming Events

On Thursday, October 13th at 1pm the Taunton Council on Aging SHINE counselors will provide a training on Medicare Part D. We will give an overview of what it is, what it pays for and how and when to join. We will answer any questions that the senior may have.  

On Tuesday, October 18th from 9am to 11am, the Manet Community Health Center collaborating with the Taunton Council on Aging will offer a flu shot clinic for Taunton seniors 60 years of age and older who live in Taunton.

On Tuesday, October 18th at 1pm, Kathy Wilbur from Southeast Tobacco-Free Community Partnership, will be at the senior center to discuss cessation resources currently available to smokers in Massachusetts. If you are looking to try to quit or cut down, these resources may help you be successful! 

On Wednesday, October 26th from 9am – 11am, nursing students from Curry College will be here to discuss ways to reduce and manage Congestive Heart Failure, give information on Hypertension and Diabetes, and give information on ways to reduce cholesterol levels. They will be here during our blood pressure screening to meet one on one with our seniors to come into the center.     

On Thursday, November 3rd at 2pm, District Attorney Thomas Quinn III will be at our office to present on “Elder Abuse Prevention”. He will speak about identity fraud, financial exploitation and scams, how to prevent them and where to report them if they occur.

Anne added that the “Fall Party” will be on Thursday, October 20th at the Holiday Inn with Bobby Justin as entertainment, and we have around 200 people signed up.


5. Next meeting:  November 9, 2016

Anne asked if anyone had questions or comments before we adjourned:	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Charlotte requested new bingo cards (green) for the Senior Center because most are getting worn.

Barry Burke made a motion to adjourn @ 10:28.  James Lincoln seconded.  All in favor.
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